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Dear Members of the Europol Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group, 

The Europol Cooperation Board (ECB) and its members are pleased to contribute to your debate 
and discussions on the latest Europol activities and developments. 

The end of last year was a significant milestone for the ECB, with the completion of its work 
programme of coordinated supervision for years 2018–2020. This work programme comprised 
the follow-up to important activities initiated by the former Europol JSB, as well as the launch 
of new tasks related to evolutions introduced by the Europol Regulation. Please find attached, 
as an annex to this letter, the ECB Activity Report for years 2019-2020, which will provide you 
with subsequent information on all these activities, whether completed or still on-going. 

The ECB is currently in the process of finalising its work programme for years 2021–2023. One 
of its continuous points of attention is the promotion and facilitation of the exercise of data 
subjects’ rights; this issue is at the heart of the cooperation between national data protection 
authorities and the EDPS, and represents an important challenge in terms of oversight and 
coordinated supervision. Indeed, one of the main roles of the ECB is to improve the articulation 
and coordination of supervisory activities at national and EU levels. Consequently, the ECB 
will also pursue its works on the update of the JSB Handbook for Europol National Units 
(ENUs) and on the development of common audit frameworks for performing national 
inspections. Other topics of importance comprise the processing of data concerning minors, the 
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framework for processing personal data originating from private parties, and the review of 
existing Europol cooperation agreements with third countries. 

The ECB and its members follow closely the potential evolutions of the Europol regulation. We 
are currently analysing the recent proposal of the European Commission amending Regulation 
(EU) 2016/794, and the ECB will provide its position and recommendations in order to 
contribute to the legislative process for the adoption of this update. 

Anticipating on its formal contribution, the ECB wants to stress that the provisions related to 
Europol’s cooperation with private parties should deserve a specific scrutiny, in order to ensure 
consistency with the EU acquis in the field of personal data protection, and in particular the 
Europol data protection framework. Furthermore, the ECB considers that the new provisions 
related to Europol’s role on research and innovation also need to take into account the effective 
application of privacy and data protection principles, in particular when it comes to technologies 
such as facial recognition or “artificial intelligence” systems. The ECB is fully available to 
assist the European Commission and the co-legislators in ensuring the integration of the 
principles of data protection and privacy by design and by default within this objective. 

The ECB also stresses that any further development of Europol operational capacities to address 
current law enforcement challenges, must be accompanied with an effective oversight of such 
activities, in particular when it comes to the processing of personal data. In this regard, the ECB 
considers as essential the continuous dialogue between the ECB and the JPSG, in order to 
ensure that the evolution of the Europol regulation and the monitoring of its implementation 
serve this objective. The ECB’s oversight activities constitute an important element to ensure 
consistency with the EU acquis in the field of data protection, which should be preserved and 
extended adequately. 

The ECB is also closely monitoring the follow-up of the recent conclusion of a trade and 
partnership agreement between the EU and the United Kingdom. The implementation and 
monitoring of the agreement provisions related to the cooperation with Europol do require 
specific attention regarding the processing of personal data. It is to be noted that the concluded 
agreement must be complemented with an appropriate framework applicable to the transfers of 
personal data from Europol to the United Kingdom, in order to ensure a level of protection of 
personal data which is essentially equivalent to the one guaranteed in the EU. The upcoming 
draft adequacy decision in the field of law enforcement, recently announced by the European 
Commission, will be thoroughly considered and analysed by the ECB and its members. 

I would like to conclude this letter with the wish that, in a near future, our exchanges will revert 
to a more usual format and allow for direct discussion. The ECB and its members remain in any 
case at your disposal, should you need any further details related to any of the aforementioned 
elements. 

Yours sincerely, 

François Pellegrini 

Chair of the Europol Cooperation Board 

 

 

Annex I: Europol Cooperation Board Activity Report 2019-2020 


